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From the Editor’s Desk

Mélange

Dear Esteemed Readers,

A very Happy New Year! As we welcome 2025, let us 

embark on this new voyage with renewed energy, purpose, 

and commitment to excellence in the maritime world. With 

every challenge comes an opportunity to innovate, grow, and 

make a lasting impact. This edition of iMélange sets the tone for 

an eventful year ahead, spotlighting key industry developments, 

technical insights and inspiring milestones.

The year began on a high note with the IME(I) Annual Meet 2025, 

a grand celebration of maritime excellence. The event brought 

together industry leaders, professionals and young minds, reflecting 

on achievements and charting a progressive course for the future.

Keeping seafarers at the heart of our discussions, the Seminar on 

“Seafarers’ Rights and Employment” shed light on crucial aspects of fair treatment and welfare. 

Furthering this agenda, a historic agreement between DG Shipping and ITF was signed to enhance 

seafarer wellness—a landmark step towards ensuring a safer and more supportive environment for 

those at sea.

In an effort to bridge knowledge gaps, a new e-Library has been launched, providing a vast repository 

of technical resources to empower maritime professionals. This digital initiative promises to be a game-

changer in maritime learning and development.

The month also saw a special milestone—20 years of maritime excellence and alumni unity. This 

celebration not only honoured past achievements but also strengthened the bonds of the maritime fraternity, 

inspiring continued collaboration and growth.

Fostering innovation among students, a Technical Paper Presentation Competition organised by INSA 

showcased fresh ideas and groundbreaking research, proving that the future of maritime engineering is in 

capable hands.

Mental health and well-being were key discussion points in Navigating Minds: A Dialogue on Mental Health 

and Abandonment for Indian Seafarers, addressing pressing concerns faced by those who spend long periods 

away from home.

Our technical corner explores the Fail Safe Steering Arrangement, ensuring reliability in critical navigation 

systems. Rounding off this issue is Titanic - Part 1: The Wreck and the Remains, offering an intriguing look at 

one of the most significant maritime tragedies.

Finally, we came together to celebrate Republic Day at IME(I) Headquarters, honouring the spirit of unity, 

progress and national pride that binds us all.

As we sail into 2025, let us continue to uphold excellence, embrace new challenges, and support one another 

in our shared mission. Your insights and feedback are always welcome at editornewsletter@imare.in by 7th 

February 2025.
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Mumbai

Branch

News

Celebrating Maritime Excellence:  
IME(I) Annual Meet 2025 

T
he Institute of Marine Engineers (India) Mumbai 
Branch, along with its Navi Mumbai and Gujarat 

chapters, hosted its Annual Meet on 11th January 2025, 
at the MCA Club, Bandra Kurla Complex, Mumbai. This 
prestigious gathering welcomed over 500+ guests from 
the maritime industry for an evening of celebration and 
recognition of maritime excellence.

Mr. Sanjeev Mehra, the Master of Ceremony, 
efficiently steered the event. The occasion was 
honoured by the presence of esteemed Office Bearers, 
Executive Committee members and Governing Council 
representatives of IME(I). Mumbai Branch Chairman,  
Mr. David Birwadkar, warmly welcomed the attendees 
and expressed sincere gratitude for their participation. 
He reaffirmed the Institute’s dedication to empowering its 
members and the maritime community with knowledge 
and expertise in an ever-evolving industry.

A key highlight of the evening was the presence of  
Shri Shyam Jagannathan, IAS, Director General of 
Shipping, who attended as the Chief Guest. He unveiled 
the logo of the Directorate General of Shipping (DG 
Shipping) to mark the commencement of celebrations 
of its 75 years of service. This milestone symbolised 
the Directorate’s enduring legacy and commitment to 
maritime safety, professionalism and innovation. It is 
indeed a huge honour to IME(I) that the Directorate chose 
an IME(I) event to mark the commencement of their 
celebrations of such an important landmark.

Among the distinguished guests were Shri 

Ajithkumar Sukumaran, Chief Surveyor-cum-Additional 

DG (Engineering); Capt. B.K. Tyagi, Chairman and 

Managing Director of the Shipping Corporation of 

India Ltd.; Shri Arun Sharma, Executive Chairman of 

the Indian Register of Shipping (IRS); Shri P.K. Mishra, 

Managing Director of IRS; Shri Bidyut Dutta, Vice 

President of L&T; and Shri T.K. Sahu, Joint Managing 

Director of IRS, among others. The event’s success was 

further amplified by the generous sponsorship of the 

Indian Register of Shipping.

A special moment of the evening was the presence 

of Capt. J.C. Anand, a 102-year-old veteran of the Indian 

shipping industry. His attendance was a true honour 

for everyone present, symbolising the rich heritage and 

progress of the maritime sector.

Adding an element of excitement, a raffle draw took 

place, with lucky winners receiving exciting prizes, much 

to the delight of the audience. The celebration continued 

with a captivating live musical performance and band, 

creating a lively and engaging atmosphere.

The Annual Meet and Dinner seamlessly blended 

professional discussions, networking and entertainment, 

strengthening the bonds within the marine engineering 

community. It was an evening to cherish, not only 

celebrating past achievements but also looking ahead 

to a bright future for the Institute and its members. 

With a strong spirit of camaraderie and commitment to 

advancing the maritime industry, the event was a great 

success, leaving attendees inspired and united in their 

mission to drive the sector forward.
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Glimpses of the Event
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Chandigarh

Branch

News

Empowering Seafarers: Seminar on 
“Seafarers’ Rights and Employment”

T
he Chandigarh Chapter of the Institute of Marine 
Engineers (India) conducted an impactful seminar 

on the topic “Seafarers’ Rights and Employment” on 
27th December 2024 at Tagore Theater, Chandigarh. The 
seminar was organised in partnership with VR Maritime, 
National Union of Seafarers of India, Maritime Union of 
India, MTG and Company of Masters Mariners of India, 
the event brought together over 100 seafarers from 
diverse regions, including Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, 
Haryana, Jammu & Kashmir, Rajasthan and cities like 
Ranchi, Varanasi and Gorakhpur.

The seminar was chaired by prominent maritime 
leaders, including Capt. (Dr.) Daniel J. Joseph (Deputy 
Director General of Shipping Crew), Capt. Tushar Pradhan 
(General Secretary, MUI), Shri Milind Kandalgaonkar 
(General Secretary and Treasurer, National Shipping 
Board) and Capt. Sanjay Prashar (CEO and Founder of VR 
Maritime Service Pvt. Ltd.).

Addressing Seafarers’ 
Concerns

During the seminar, 
seafarers shared the 
challenges they face in 
their profession. Capt. 
(Dr.) Joseph provided 
a detailed presentation 
outlining the steps taken by 
the Directorate General of 
Shipping to address these 
issues. He also presented 

future initiatives aimed at enhancing safety and welfare 
for seafarers.

Capt. Pradhan highlighted various welfare schemes 
launched by MUI and encouraged seafarers from 
Northern India to reach out to Capt. Karanjit Rai, MUI’s 
representative in Chandigarh, for assistance.

Capt. Prashar shared his experiences of supporting 
seafarers during critical times, including cases of 
repatriation during the COVID-19 pandemic, retrieval of 
mortal remains from abroad and resolving legal issues 
for seafarers detained in foreign countries.

Recognising Excellence in Maritime Service

The seminar honoured outstanding contributions to 
the maritime industry with special awards:

•	 Lifetime Achievement Awards: Presented to Chief 
Engineer Mr. Balbir Singh Mangat and Capt. Sekhon.



Creating waves in maritime
training & education

www.imi.edu.in                 9650657755               admissioncell@imi.edu.in

POST- SEA COURSES 

HIGHLIGHTS 
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SHIP IN CAMPUS
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ETO
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GP RATING 
CCMC

BASIC STCW
ADVANCED STCW
ERS (OL & ML) DECGS
COMPETENCY COURSES
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MARITIME TRAINING NEEDS

INTERNATIONAL
MARITIME INSTITUTE

WISHING ALL SEAFARERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES
HAPPY DIWALIHappy New Year 2025
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•	 Merchant Navy Star of Chandigarh: Conferred upon 
Capt. T. S. Bhatia.

•	 Best Maritime Training Institute in North India: 
Awarded to Chitkara University, Punjab.

•	 First GP Rating Girls on Merchant Ships: Recognition 
was given to Trainee Ordinary Seamen Preeti, Neha, 
and Nisha from Maersk Line.

Insights into Human Rights and Maritime 
Challenges

Advocate Abhishek Malhotra, a marine engineer 
and High Court lawyer, delivered a thought-provoking 

presentation titled “The Dark Side of Merchant Navy,” 
shedding light on critical issues faced by seafarers.

The event also marked the release of the book “Abuse 

of Human Rights of Indian Seafarers” authored by Capt. 
Sanjay Prashar, Advocate Abhishek Malhotra, and 
Mohamed Abuthahir.

The seminar concluded with the National Anthem. A 
special lunch arranged by NUSI provided an opportunity 
for informal discussions and camaraderie among 
participants.

COMPETENCY COURSES MODULAR COURSES

MEO Class I – Preparatory Course High Voltage     Mgmt. & Ops. Level

MEO Class II – Preparatory Course Medical First Aid   &   Medical Care

Second Mates (FG) Function Course MEO Revalidation & Upgradation

Chief Mate (FG) – Phase I Course AECS Course

Chief Mate (FG) – Phase II Course TSTA Course

Advanced Shipboard Management Ship Security Officer Course

SIMULATOR COURSES

Diesel Engine Combustion Gas Monitor Simulator,  
ERS (Mgmt) & ERS (Ops) level

Radar Observer, ARPA, & RANSCO Courses

Ship Maneuvering Simulator and Bridge Teamwork

Liquid Cargo Handling Simulator Course (Oil)

DG Approved Courses Value-Added Courses

COURSE DURATION
DNV CERTIFICATED 

COURSES
DURATION

ME Engines 
Advanced /
Familiarization– 
(Physical or online)

5/3 days
Internal Auditor for 
QMS/EMS/OHSMS/
EnMS

3 days

ME-GI Dual Fuel 
Engines Operations 
– (online)

5 days
Internal Auditor for 
ISM/ISPS/MLC

2 days

BTM/BRM/ERRM 
physical or online 5/3 days

Risk Management 
& Incident 
Investigation 

2 days

Marine Electrical 
Workshop

6 days
Onboard 
Assessment

2 days

Soft Skills for 
induction into 
Merchant Marine

2 days
Emergency 
Preparedness

1 day

Safety Officers 
Course 

2 day SIRE 2.0 2 day 

Be-spoke training As desired Navigational Audits 1 day

Grade A1 (Outstanding)

MASSA Maritime Academy, Chennai
83&84, 1st Main Road, Nehru Nagar, Kottivakkam (OMR), Chennai - 600 041.

 Phone: 044 – 8807025336, 7200055336 | E-Mail : mmachennai@massa.in.net | Website: https://massa-academy-chennai.com/
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Navi Mumbai

Branch

News

I
ME(I) Navi Mumbai Chapter conducted a technical 
seminar on 21st December 2024 on the topic MEG-4 and 

Rope Safety at IMEI House, Nerul. The event attracted 
a large gathering of maritime professionals, reflecting 
the industry’s commitment to enhancing safety and 
operational standards.

Advancing Maritime Safety:  
Seminar on MEG-4 and Rope Safety

Overview of MEG-4 and Rope Safety

The seminar focused on the Fourth Edition of 
Mooring Equipment Guidelines (MEG-4), which provides 
comprehensive standards for mooring operations. A key 
highlight was rope safety, a critical aspect of MEG-4, 
given the operational stresses and risks faced by 

mooring lines. The session 
also introduced the latest 
developments in advanced 
shipping ropes, such as the 
X2 range, designed to meet 
these challenges.

Launch of Value-
Added Courses and 
MoU Signing

The event included 
t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
of new value-added 
courses in collaboration 
with MarinArch Training 
Academy. During the 
seminar, an MoU was 
exchanged between the 
training academy and the 
host organisation, with Ms. 
Archana S. Sangal, Director 
of MarinArch, presenting 
newly introduced online 
and offline courses.
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Keynote Address and Expert Presentations

The seminar commenced with a welcome address 
by Mr. Arun Kumar Gupta, Chairman of the Navi 
Mumbai Chapter, who emphasised the significance 
of rope safety and the need for marine engineers to 
stay updated on MEG-4 regulations. He underlined 
how understanding these guidelines is essential for 
preventing accidents and ensuring compliance during 
inspections.

Mr. Gupta invited Mr. David Birwadkar, Chairman 
of the Mumbai Branch, to shed light on the newly 
signed MoU. This was followed by a presentation by 
the keynote speaker, Mr. Kishore Darda, Vice President 
at Garware Technical Fibers, who brought 30 years of 
expertise in the rope industry.

Highlights of the Technical Presentation

Mr. Darda delivered an in-depth presentation on the 
updates in MEG-4 regulations and advancements in 
rope technology. He explained key concepts introduced 
in MEG-4, such as:

•	 Ship Design Minimum Breaking Load (SDMBL): The 
baseline strength required for mooring lines to meet 
OCIMF standards.

•	 Line Design Breaking Force (LDBF): The tested 
breaking force of new ropes.

•	 Working Load Limit (WLL): The operational safety 
limit for mooring lines, with WLL values for steel 
wire ropes set at 55% and synthetic ropes at 50% 
of SDMBL.

He also introduced innovations in marine ropes, 
including the X2 series with features like delayed 

snapback break indication and low elongation, as well 
as prefabricated tails and protective sleeves.

The seminar concluded with a lively Q&A session, 
showcasing the audience’s enthusiasm and interest 
in the subject. Tokens of appreciation were presented 
to the speakers by the organizers. Ms. Jyoti Nayak, 
Executive Committee member of Navi Mumbai Chapter 
summarised the proceedings, thanking the attendees 
and guest speakers for their contributions to a highly 
informative event.



🌟🌟🌟🌟 Stay Informed and Connected with IME(I) i-Connect 🌟🌟🌟🌟 

Are you a proud member of IME(I)? If so, the i-Connect app is a must-have! 

Stay up-to-date with the latest industry news, upcoming events, and exclusive member insights. 

With i-Connect, you can connect with fellow members, explore updates, and access everything 

you need—all at your fingertips. 

🔹🔹🔹🔹 Why Download i-Connect? 

• Instant access to industry news and updates 

• Details on upcoming events and initiatives 

• Easy networking with the maritime community 

• One-stop solution for all things at IME(I) 

If you’re an IME(I) member, this app is your gateway to stay connected and engage IME(I) and its 

Members. Also share your interest to be included in various Sub-Vommittees that help in IME(I)’s 

progress. 

📲📲📲📲 Download the i-Connect app today and don’t miss an update! 🚢🚢🚢🚢 

IN CASE OF ANY PROBLEM ENCOUNTERED WHILE INSTALLATION, 

kindly contact Ms. V. G. Geeta at membership@imare.in 

 

The Institute of Marine Engineers (India)

Promoting Knowledge - Building Relationships
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Navi Mumbai Chapter

Branch

News

76th Republic Day Celebrated with 
Patriotic Fervour

T
he 76th Republic Day was celebrated with great 
enthusiasm and patriotic spirit at IMEI House, 

Nerul. The event commenced with the ceremonial 
unfurling of the National Flag by the Honorary General 
Secretary, Mr. Sunil Kumar, followed by the rendition of 
the National Anthem by the gathering.

Senior members of the Institute, faculty, students, 
office staff and their families attended the event, 
fostering a sense of unity and national pride. Several 
faculty members shared insightful sailing experiences 
from their professional journeys, while students 
expressed their gratitude towards IME(I), applauding 

the faculty and staff for their support and guidance 
throughout their tenure.

Adding a unique touch to the celebration, members 
from Shri Ambika Yoga Kutir highlighted the significance 
of yoga in daily life and extended an open invitation for 
free yoga classes, encouraging a holistic approach to 
well-being.

The celebrations continued with interactive 
discussions among members regarding the Institute’s 
upcoming initiatives and activities. The event concluded 
on a warm and convivial note, with attendees engaging 
in discussions over tea and snacks.

Glimpses of the Event
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IME(I)’s tiniest and 
cutest candidate, 
soaking in all the 

patriotic vibes
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IME(I) 
News

IME (I) Awareness Program

A
s part of the membership drive initiative,  
Mr. David Birwadkar, Chairman of the IME(I) Mumbai 

Branch and Head of the Student Sub-Committee, visited 
the Institute of Maritime Studies, Goa. In his address, 
he strongly emphasized the importance of student 
membership in the Institute of Marine Engineers (India), 
highlighting its role as a crucial stepping stone for 
students aspiring to build successful careers in marine 
engineering.

Importance of Early Engagement: Mr. David stressed 
the importance of students engaging with IME (I) 
early in their academic careers. He explained that 
student membership provides a unique opportunity for 
students to connect with industry professionals, access 
educational resources, and participate in activities that 
will shape their understanding of the marine engineering 
field. He encouraged students to take full advantage 

of the networking opportunities offered through the 
membership, which allows them to interact with mentors 
and senior engineers who can guide their career paths.

Mentorship and Professional Guidance: One of the 
key points Mr. David made was the value of mentorship. 
He advised students to stay in constant communication 
with their mentors, who can provide practical insights, 
career advice, and help them navigate challenges in the 
industry. He underscored that being part of a professional 
organization like IME (I) offers students direct access to 
seasoned professionals who are willing to share their 
experiences and provide mentorship. This, he said, is a 
vital aspect of career growth that students should not 
overlook.

Access to Events and Resources: In his address, Mr. 
David emphasized the numerous resources available 
to student members, including access to the institute’s 
E-library, technical publications, and industry-related 
updates. He also encouraged students to participate in 
major events such as INMARCO and GLOMARS, where 
they can learn from industry leaders and gain exposure 
to the latest developments in marine engineering. These 
events, he said, are invaluable for students looking to 
expand their knowledge and gain a competitive edge in 
the field.

Mr. David highlighted the establishment of the IME (I) 
Student Subcommittee for 2023-2025 to foster student 
engagement and leadership. He explained the structure, 
led by the Subcommittee Chairperson, Member Secretary, 



Mélange

22 January  2025

and Branch Chairman, with oversight from a Faculty-In-
Charge.

The subcommittee is headed by the Head Cadet, 
supported by the Cadet Secretary and Cadet Treasurer, 
and includes three key committees:

1. Academic Committee

2. Student Coordination and Resource Committee

3. Technology Committee

Mr. David encouraged students to take leadership 
roles in these committees, emphasizing the benefits of 
mentorship, skill development, and professional growth 
within IME (I).

Career Development Opportunities: Mr. David 
reiterated that student membership is not just about 
affiliation but also about professional development. 
He highlighted how IME (I) supports students in 
enhancing their technical skills, gaining industry insights, 
and preparing for the transition from academia to 
professional life. By being part of IME (I), students can 

access workshops, seminars, and conferences that 
are designed to equip them with the tools they need 
to succeed in the marine engineering profession.

Through his address, Mr. David conveyed the 
immense value of student membership in IME (I), 

highlighting the opportunities it 
provides for learning, mentorship 

and professional growth. His 
message was aimed at 
encouraging students 
to actively pursue 
membership as a 
way to enhance their 
career prospects 
and be part of a 
larger professional 
community that 
supports their 

development.
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New e-Library Launched to Empower 
Maritime Professionals

Industry 

News 

T
he Institute of Marine Engineers (India), 
The Maritime Union of India and Company 

of Masters Mariners of India proudly marked 

a historic milestone  by formally signing the 
landmark eLibrary tripartite agreement. 

This digital platform aims to provide seamless 

access to a comprehensive collection of 

academic, technical and research resources, 

ensuring members remain updated with the latest 
industry developments and advancements.

The e-Library will host a diverse range 
of materials, including professional books, 
journals, periodicals, publications and multimedia 

resources. It is designed to facilitate skill 
enhancement, continuous learning and career 
progression by offering members the tools 
they need to excel in their respective fields. 
This includes support for exam preparation, 
designation upgrades and staying informed 

about advancements in Marine Engineering and 
Merchant Navy operations.

The e-Library will be freely accessible to 
members of the three organizations, reflecting 
their shared commitment to promoting scientific 
development, maintaining high standards and 
upholding the traditions of the marine and 
maritime professions. 




























































